HO                                  THE VOYAGE OF  1527
This is the truth, on the oath administered to him; and he said that he does not know how to write.
A number of further depositions follow, but contain no additional information on the English ship's voyage except the following:
[Deposition of Alonso Davila.j Witness deposed that what he knows of the matter set forth is that when the master of the said ship was ashore witness heard him say that that ship and another, which sailed in her company and had been lost, had cleared by order of the king of England, to seek a passage towards the north; and for lack of their pilot, who had been killed in a land whereon they had touched, they had come to this island for information concerning the course back to their own land. From what witness has heard said by men skilled in navigation, witness is certain that the ship could have returned to England from where the master said she was, more easily than she came to this island; and according to the course she laid to come to this port, witness believes she carried aboard some persons who knew well how to steer her.
[Deposition of Diego MarteL] Witness deposed.. .that on the night the two seamen passed in his house, wishing to know more of their arrival, witness asked them how they came to come up to this port, when the place whence they came was a better situation from which to return to their land, rather than come here; and these men answered witness that the King of England had sent them out with two ships to discover a certain strait which was towards Noruega, whence they had cleared, and because they sailed far enough north to reach sixty-four degrees, since it was winter, they found all the land frozen, and it was so cold that four or five of the crew had died of it. Therefore they had decided to come to a warmer country, and to this cause, and because their pilot had been killed, was their arrival due, and also to their intent to sell certain merchandise, cloth and linen, which the ship carried, and to take on a man skilled in navigation to carry them back to England. This is what the said two men told witness, and witness is certain that the ship could not have arrived at this port had there not been a man aboard who knew the course, to bring her to the said port.
[Deposition of Francisco Merchant, who saw the English ship at Ocoa, eighteen leagues from Santo Domingo.] Three or four days later [i.e. after the ship had quitted Santo Domingo] tike ship reappeared there [at Ocoa] and put off a boat with thirty or so men, armed with bows and arrows and swords and targets, and the boat was well supplied with firearms and a big cannon. As soon as they had landed they went to Licentiate Zuazo's